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A COLLECTION OF THIS YEAR'S
HOTTEST NEW STUDIOS

By BEAEEAEY SCHLULTE

On the Cover: Think Loud Studios, York, Pa.

"Mz o lifelong musician, producer and engineer, 1 have to say,
Think Loud Studios iz the ultimate reward for all those yoars
of hord work and doedication,” says Chad Taylor, bost known
as the lead guitarist for the band LIVE. Taylor and bandmates
Pairick Dahlhoimer (bass), Chad Gracey (drums) and Chris
Shinn {vecals) co-own this creative, mulli-use showplace,
which was built into a 100-plus-year-old landmark building
full of vintage towches and natwral light,

Thoe lndmork stalus of the strecture, o formor printing
house, created seme obstacles for Homeio Malvicino, whose
Malvicine Design Group providod the ncoustical and spatial
design for the facility. "We had to keep the structure and ex-
isting windows asz thay were,"” Malvicing explrinz, "But tham
ape train Uracks 100 oot mway, and an SPL oading in the reocm

showed the locomotive horms at 95 dB.5

Andorson Windows croatod oustom doublo-panod win-
dows for the exterior of the oxisting ones, and Soundproof
Doors manufactured S-imch-thick windows for the interior
side. "The city approved the design, but they wanted us 1o be
able 10 open them, o Randy Brown from Soundprool Doors
engineerad 8 special hinge systom o they would open but not
cave with the weight,"

Malvicino balonced all that refloctive glass with movablo
ponels and clouds thoat offor voriable scoustics in the main
tracking room and Studio B, which doubles as a rehearsal
space. The treatmonts weore manufactured by Veronica Bornal
for "TADI,

Cily mmguirementz may have proved challenging for the
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Baum Haus @&

Studios,
Houston, Texas
Acoustical and architee.

lural design for this ground-
up facility were created by
Martin Pilchner of Pilchner
Schousial International, with
enginesringfiochnical
atreclurg h:,r Hki.p Burmows of
Sunriso HIH_’.QHHI‘.E Services,
Included are a large control
room amd  live room, throeo
isolation booths with vary-
ing scoustics, machine room
and numerous cliont amoni-
ties. Among the inventive
agoustical treatmentis is the
wlalpprate onganic tred branch

infra-

diffusor that Pilchnor designed for the rear wall of the
control reom. The tracking reom offers Rexible acoustic
eloments that vary decay times by moro than a second.
Featured equipment st Baum Hous includes a 48-chan-
mel Wunder console and a CLASP systom.

acoustician, bul Taylor says local
governmoent i3 a big reason his
“ultimate rewand™ got bulll. “Chur
governor, Tom Corbedt, and hiz
wifr, Susan, stand up for the arls
in o way that I've hardly seen,”
Taylor says. “The arts initiative
our state government has s KL
[with tax incemtives and benolits)
for arisis allowed LIVE o com
hack o our hometown of York.™

All of the audio equipmon in
LIVE's now studio was providod by OC Pro. whose account
manager Billy Walker provided onesite suppornt during the
installation, while systom integration was done by MDG's
Inaki Frades Cardenas, Control room A offers an S5L Duality,
Pro Toals HDX 3 and (shan "|'||".1:|." main maonitors: the B room
includes an Avid Control Surface. Pro Tools HDX 2 and Ocoan
Way AS-1 mains,

The building also houses a studio kitchen, lounge, officos,
residential accommodations, gym and spa, & private theater
and a rooftop deck,

“Wo told Horacio that the viow from Stedio A, overlooking
the rooftops and church stooplos of York, inspires us as anists,”
Taylor saye. “The vaultod coilings in thege rooms inspiro us,
We gave him somo challenges on the architectural side and
the audio side, but ho was alibe to give us evervihing wo askad
fine, ] s o alabie (o ot Brilliant sounds rght off the bat,”
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Windmark Studios,
Santa Monica, Calif.

Alter acquiring Wind-
mark  Studins,
cinnfcomposor Michaol
Manquart brought in Po-
tor Grusneisen of studio
bauton and nonzeno’
architecture to design
a now reconding suite
comprising a conlmol
room,  large  tmacking
room and vocal booth,
Woodd and fabric finish-
s, anil colorchanging
LED lighting wernd ueed
in thiz vinlage-inspinsd
spice, which includoes
oo of four existing
Meve A4310-12 CBS
Sony cuslom  oonsoles
in the world, an Ampex
16-1rack 2-inch maching
formarly owned by Fos

msi=

Paul, and a prized col-
lection of outboard goar
andd mics,
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