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GREEN ROAD STUDIO
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Cireen Road Squdio is a “compaot’
destination studio bocared in Cesea
Biica — a coungry well Knoan for is
rainforcsts, its highly agrecable chi-
miate, and of oowme, s besches —
which many comider oo be among
the fimesr in the swosld,

Federice Heacker is manag-
ing dirccesr and studio engineer of
Gireen Hoad. He visson fod the stu-
din wak g0 ereate 3 fusion among
Condral Amecrrca, Souch America,
angd the Undted Stares.” Dvawing
clicats from cach of thewe fopons,
his aim is oo peovide artists with a
warglid-class mul-:lin; ensironmient, while
proveding scccss oo the sere gy and beegie-
v chac i unie|1|e 1o Doosrs Rica,

While amtending = university bocture in
Bopars, Columbia, Hencker mer stwdio
designer Horecio AMalvicing of Malvicino
Design Group, The twe  discussed
Hencker's vision for the sumlio at kength
amd began ouchning the plannang peo-
cess fof Gireen Mead, Hencker andicaccd
thiat he noc cnly warred a full-sile profcs-
ssomal studio comiplete with statec-of-thes
At |:v|||ri|.'|.1'u:rtL. but he also wanted an
conlopically frendly one, Malvacimo, an
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avigd surfer wheo had visived Costa Bica i
the past, was mons than happy to accom-
mndate, Chnce the two agreed on a design,
Mabvicing workied hard 1o source che rnght
constiuction matcnals, mest of which were

prised of & control monm, a live poom o
master suate, a5 Heancker refers o i), and
an psolacon booth, has now boon open fior
2 couple of months, While & definiely
falls ambe the “semall studse’ catepoay, it is

“one of the studio’s unique features is its Iso booth, which
Is made partly out of stone. This helps bring out extraor-
dinary acoustic qualities, which are sultable for vocals,
electric guitar amplifiers, and many other instruments.™

eecyclabie andfor coodozically fmendby.
Gireen Boad Soudio, which i coms

large enough o comforably scconimo-
dare a live reck band and abo extremely
well suited for welevision and vodlceover
wagk, among other things,

Ore of the studio’s unique fesrunes
is itz 130 booth, which is made partly o
of stong, This helps baing out extraoedi-
nary acouwsese dgualitied, which afe suialble
for vosale, clectie ;|.',ui.1'.1r smiplaticrs, and
ANy atled im.l:n.lrrrl:rtl:..

Hencker and Alalvicini were sucoessiul
i making Green Suedio is eco-fiiendly
as possible in every way, The studen,
whitch i banly using “room within a roosm™
constrection technigques, features 2 long
liat af nu-l'lil:ndl:. features and matenals,
including bamboo Aooss and wall reso-
natoes, ocoustically isolating dooss, and
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insulation made oue of recveled plastics
25 well as envirenmentally fnendly paints
amd fabrics, SObviously, there are limica-
tons il vour want (o bald 3 soudio chae is
W percent peeen, bur we did i ax preen
as possible,” recalls Malvicini,

Once the studie design and  constucs
teen v compdore, Mabacino and |encker
visited the Ol Pro sheesroosm in MNew Yok
Ciev, where thew mer with scoouat manager
Aichael Yook, "He gave me lots of fdois
aboain what kind of cquipment o have in
Gicen Road,” rocalls Hencker, “His msaghe
was vory weful = if | had any techinieal
douls or other pawes, 1 wosld jll:.l. wall
Aichee] and he woukl eesclve them for
e, Malvacins, who manseed the studso
intCEration  paocess, stabcs that his goals
were simphs “In Central Amenca, there ane
very few afudis and, to be hancst, moany
of thesa arp very koo gualicy, Wich Cineen
R, we wanped o ruise che baer 2 linele b

They decided o build the equipment
infrastnesuse around a Salid Sac Logic
Yt eonesbe — a decision that, seooddims
to Henckle, makes Geeen Hoad the anly
studee with an 58L m Central Amevscs,
For recording. thevy chose o insall an
Avid Pro ToolsIHDE svstem along with a
commbiaantian of hath new and 1i|1!:l-u,|.' ik
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pear, Henckle's [u.;J.mp!il'n,:r ek inclizdes
Eousr channels of the 551 YHDvand the API
334, as well as g selection of preamps from
Millennka Media and Maul. For dynamics,
b has a chsae Teleeronix LAZA compres-
sof, an Emipineal Labs Distressor, and a
Manbexy Lavs Shm. a5 well as an Avalon
137 anong other nnits.

Green Road i well appomioned in
the mikceophone depatment as well. For
voacals, Henckle's poeto mac is an ARG G2
other instrumsent nucs in his doer include
2 Muwotech Gefell LMT T, which he savs
[T FJ.lIlJ'\lil_' Eoar lniiiim{ :ulir;r-._ :|.1'|..| 'l.i_"l.n",||
modlels feoan Share, Sennheiver, ARG, and
otherd, which e uies o recond doums, 1
am vory happy with all my equipment,”
Henckle obierves, “With the S50, f
cxample, I have greansr headoom so my
maxes sotand lowder,”

Henchle sy dospiee boing open £
oaly a couphe of moaths, be has alicady pug
the snubin through 5 paces by reconding
fricmids” Doy, =1 have been eoperimems
ing with 31l the moms thas | have,” savs
Henckle, "The o boosh, For inatarce, Bas
2 very live sound thar is grear foe gubtag
amplifeers” In s of eliens, be w he i
kecping an open mind: "1 peefer mck musac,
but | like teconding just abaat any sovde.”™

If locateon is evervthing, then Gieen
Howd has o strong advantege: "Costa Rica
I5 3 MIH OErisE AraCtion -
w let people know that they can work
heee Manday theoagh Fridav, and then
o the wockend, 2o o the beach, People
can ome b Cosca Rica and enjoy all the
things ehar this beantaful coumtry hus 1o
offer while working in 3 professional,
seate-of-tke-an studio,” he adds,

Whether Coreen Koad's clieps are
lisca] bands or mmternarional o, they
are bound oo have 3 wndgue and satfy.
ing expenence: “We wanted o lbring
soivething diffesent o Cential Amenca,”
Henckle says, “There are just a few sma-
dios here, and mong of them are ve ry ald.™

“We tiied 1o make the smudio as lexible
as possible.” concludes hMalvacing. “Even
thonegh i 15 small, we fallowed the same
guidelines that we wie when building a
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wirlal ¢lasa studen anvwhere in the waogld,”

S Towmeas iy @ _fozerniafior and aurdor. Sy
e Seod & The Ureen Musidan's Guide:
Seured Heas for a Sound Planc (Conpapel,
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